
 

 
Kerb Appeal 
 

It's true what they say, first impressions count, and this is very true when it comes to selling 
your house. 

Bettermove believe that a potential buyer has pretty much made up their mind whether they 
like your house, and are going to make an offer within the very first minute of arriving at your 
home.  

It's extremely rare that a bad first impression of a property can be turned around and result 
in an offer being made. 

Buyers in the trade can see past most of everything that's wrong with a property, that's their 
job, but your average buyer's minds can be made up in almost an instant if they are turned 
off from the start.  

We can all be guilty of it, and that's familiarity. You've spend 7 days a week, 52 weeks a year 
seeing the same potential issues, or smelling the same pet smells, that your likely not to 
notice them, but a person viewing your property will pick up on them in an instant. 

That's why at Bettermove, one of the most important areas you can improve on and increase 
potential for offers made on your property is Kerb Appeal! 

It's the first place to start, and can be a real eye opener for you, and sometimes hard, but 
you have to look at your property through the eyes of someone who is just turning up and 
seeing your house for the first time. Enlist a friend or family member and put them in the 
scenario that they are coming to view the house, what would they point out that could be put 
right? 

Often, it only boils down to some elbow grease and a little money spent in the right areas, 
but in the grander scale of things it's well worth it. 

Cutting the grass, weeding the drive way, a coat of paint here and a spot of polish there and 
you could be on your way to your property being sold in no time. 

To help you with this our Bettermove agents have some top tips to get you on the right path.  

   

Mow the lawn the day before a viewing 

Grass grows faster in the summer so mow your lawn regularly. Why not try mowing on the 
diagonal to add an extra dimension. Make sure you sweep up the leaves in the winter. 

 

 



Create that all important kerb appeal 

Kerb appeal attracts people in the market to buy homes. If you have frontage space to your 
house trim the bushes. Sweep the drive way and path making sure any kids toys and pet 
evidence are tidied away. Jet wash and weed the drive front and back. Make sure your 
entrance is welcoming and warm. If you have a driveway, make sure it is clear and the 
viewer can park on it. This is the first part of your property that will be seen, first impressions 
are important! 

 

 

Decorate; a quick lick of paint works wonders 

Painting any fences and gates along with some quick repairs will give an instant 
transformation to the exterior. Cleaning the windows is a must. 

Look around your home for colour inspiration. Add vivid blue decor items for a calming 
effect. Replace dark-coloured accent pillows and throw rugs with brighter colours. Put some 
fresh flowers around the house to bring the outside in. 

 

 

Bring the light inside 

If you have heavy drapes, remove them or tie back curtains. They make rooms look smaller. 
Pull window blinds to the top and tape the strings underneath. Consider using tie-backs to 
hold open lighter-weight curtains. The only time you would leave blinds closed is if there was 
an undesirable element on the other side of the window, i.e. a neighbour’s rubbish bins, and 
even then, open them slightly. 

 

 

Move furniture outside 

If it’s a nice day, why not try moving perfectly good living room furniture to the back garden. 
Not only does moving out furniture free up more room inside the home, but it creates an 
outdoor living space with items you already own. It’s an illusion created for a buyer that says 
yes, you too can own this lifestyle. Moving the sofa isn’t a good idea though! 

 

 

 
Offer drinks and snacks 

Offering a cold drink on a hot summer’s day is always welcome or a cup of tea or coffee on a 
cold day! Bake some fresh bread to give your home that welcoming smell. 



Use natural air freshener 

Fill the air in your home with natural fragrances such as those from fresh cut roses, grown in 
your own garden. If you have pets be sure to get the carpets cleaned to eradicate pet odour.  

 

 

Control air temperature 

Circulate the air in your home. Even if you have to place floor fans about the home, keep the 
air moving. Open doors and windows where you can, weather permitting. A cool indoors will 
keep visitors indoors viewing your home for longer. 

 

 

Kitchen makeover 

Giving your kitchen a quick freshen up can go a long way. By giving the cabinets a quick lick 
of paint, or replacing the doors and handles, the room will instantly become more attractive 
to potential buyers. 

 

 

Borrow from friends and family. 

If you get the chance borrow props from friends and neighbours if you think it will enhance 
your home. The viewers don’t know it’s not yours! 

 

 

Help out your neighbours 

If the next door house is bringing your property down, why not mention to them that you are 
selling and politely offer to mow the lawn and tidy up a little. When selling your house and 
wanting a good asking price, a little effort goes a long way to the end result.  
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